
 

 

  

 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 

Good morning all, well here it is the last month of the 

year and it has gone so fast.  Due to David Llewellyn 

and Bob Tracey we are now ordering the projector, 

screen and the cordless microphone.  They both have 

put a lot of time and effort to get the right ones, again 

thank you both.  David has been appointed by the 

committee to be our equipment officer as we need 

someone to look after our equipment. 

 

Being towards the end of the year, we have to have a 

new committee for next year.  All positions will be 

declared vacant, there will be nomination forms 

available at our meeting, the forms must be handed or 

sent to the secretary by the February meeting.  As we 

have 120 members and only 9 of these running the 

Club, we ask you to give it some consideration to have 

a go, I can recommend the experience. 

 

Now to our Christmas lunch, we have a lot of our 

members going to celebrate this event, you are not too 

late to book.  If you have put your name down and do 

not attend, we are unable to refund the money as we 

are committed for the numbers given.   Payment of $55 

per person must be paid to our Treasurer, Toni Jones, 

at the December meeting. 

 

I will be away for the February meeting.  I hate to miss 

my Probus meetings, but I am going on a cruise with a 

group of friends of more than 20 years, I could not 

miss.  Our vice president, Kathy Smith, will chair the 

meeting.  I highly recommend her and thank her for 

standing in.  I wish you and your families a very Merry 

Christmas and a great new year.  Thanks to you all for 

making this year one of the best in memory. 

 

A little bit of information from our Probus Bowls 

Group … the male part of it …. We had a lengthy 

discussion during Tuesday’s game and we would like 

to point out to all the ladies, if we say we are going to 

fix it we will fix it, but there is no need for you to 

remind us every 6 months (that is what we call prattle) 

 

Yours in Probus, 

Tony Wolf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 2014/2015 
 

PRESIDENT  Tony Wolf   0466962867 

V. PRESIDENT Kathy Smith   46552159    

SECRETARY  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

TREASURER  Toni Jones    0410603594 

EX-OFFICIO  Joyce Reilly    46511431 

 

COMMITTEE  Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

   Ronald Crawford   46477825 

 Peter O’Loughlin   46266961 

   Ken Starkey      46255253 

 

MEMBERSHIP  Ronald Crawford   46477825 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty    86249314 

WEBMASTER  Sue Kijurina     46470912 

WELFARE  Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

GUEST   SPEAKER    Carolyn Cahill     46545959 

HOSPITALITY  Eileen McGregor  

   Jean Mossman 

 

 

 INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 

 

Art Appreciation  Francoise Kirkland   46266428 

Book Club    Patricia Cranfield   46559478 

Cards     Jeanette Jackson    46479986 

     Ken Starkey    46255253 

Card Making    Marion Bee    46474335 

Craft     Mary Michel    46512465 

Gardening    Sue Kijurina               46470912 

Golf, Bowls, 

   Croquet    Paul Hay    46554437 

Photography    Ros Hodgins    46257759 

Theatre/Shows    Joyce Reilly    46511431 

Tours     Peter O’Loughlin   4626 6961 

Travel Tales     Kathy & Malcolm Smith   46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa             46554437 

 

 

MEET AND GREET: 

Friday, 5
th
 Dec:   Mary and Peter Michel   

Friday, 5
th
 Feb:    Marcia Payne and Margaret Parratt 

 

Could the Meet and Greeters please be at the meeting 

room by 9.20am. If you are unable to fulfil your 

allocated day, please let Dorothy know ASAP. 
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MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Please advise the secretary of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

 

NEWSLETTER:  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent. Members need to contact the Membership 

Officer, Ron Crawford on 46477825 before the 

meeting or email rcsailing@bigpond.com.au 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER:   Sarah Ryan, Community 

Participation Officer for Medicare Local which is a 

Federal funded Not-for-Profit Health Care 

Organisation.   Sarah has spoken to us before on her 

swimming career. 

 

 

WELFARE:  Angela Sellings is not well and I have 

sent her a card with our best wishes. 

 

 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY:  Allan Benham, Pauline 

Downing, Bob Ferguson, Allan Harris, Cyril Kirkland, 

Dieter Klepatzki, Maureen McNevin, Edna Morgan, 

Lynette Nixon, Marion Pritchett, Ken Starkey, Jan 

Taylor, Nerida Thompson, Barbara Wadson. 
 

 

 

A HAPPY AND HOLY OCCASION 
 

Well… this play at Campbelltown’s Town Hall 

Theatre certainly polarised our 25 Probus members 

who attended a Saturday matinee session. Set in 

Newcastle in 1942 this Classic Australian  play by 

John O’Donoghue  is described  as “a whimsical yet 

confronting look at the issues facing a working class 

Irish family in wartime Australia and the disastrous 

mix of  politics and religion”. It was certainly 

confronting on some issues and perhaps a tad too 

violent in one scene for some theatre patrons. However 

the production and powerful acting by the 

Campbelltown Theatre Group was once again first 

class and left an indelible impression on most of us 

long after leaving the theatre. For the record, I liked it. 

Oh ... and the Chinese banquet at the Flower Drum 

Restaurant after the show was once again superb. 

Ken Starkey 

 

 

 

A TRIP TO NEWCASTLE BY 

STEAM TRAIN 
 

It was an early start, how early you might ask, well we 

saw the sunrise as we made our way into Sydney’s 

Central Station, though in my youth I knew it as 

“Sydney Terminal’ when we had that BIG train 

departure display in the middle of the concourse. How 

many times in years past have you said to someone, 

“Meet you under the Departure Signs?” 

 

We finally got to Central, time for a cuppa and bite 

before we boarded our Special train which was to take 

us to Newcastle.  It was hauled by a diesel loco from 

Central to Gosford where the massive 59 Class 

(Freight) Steam loco was attached to the front for the 

rest of the journey to Newcastle, days of the old 

“Newcastle Flyer” whizzing through small country 

stations at what seemed like “break neck speeds”.  For 

more you will have to watch my first attempt at using 

my camera to make a movie, though I am no “Movie 

maker David”. 

 

We had reserved our seats in the Licensed Buffet Car 

which we shared with friends from Leumeah Probus, 

while in the adjacent carriage were members of both 

Liverpool and Panania Probus Clubs.  

 

 
Photograph Joyce Reilly 

 

 

Most of our combined groups alighted from the train at 

Civic station, the stop before Newcastle Station, where 

we all strolled to the wharf for a luncheon cruise on 

Newcastle Harbour. A very informative commentary 

was given as details of the history of Newcastle were 

explained to us. We had about 60 minutes to fill after 

our cruise before our return trip to Sydney departed, 

again hauled by the steam loco to Gosford, where after 

a short delay the diesel loco was placed at the front of 

the train for the remainder of the trip to Sydney 

Terminal Station. We arrived spot on time at 18.46, 

maybe 3801 Limited should be the organisation to run 

Sydney trains. 
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As was the case when we left it was dark, so it was 

getting home, we saw the sunset from our suburban 

service on our way back to Campbelltown. From the 

stories I have heard since I think most travellers made 

the most of a Sunday morning “lie in”. This was 

definitely a “once in a life time” thing. 

 Peter O’Loughlin  

 

 

 

A SUMMER’S DAY IN SPRING 
 

Our last day trip for the year was a return to the 

Southern Highlands City of Goulburn. Even though it 

is still only Spring, it certainly felt like it was going to 

be a real summer day. After a short comfort spot at the 

Marulan Roadhouse we continued into Goulburn, 

down Governors’ Hill over the main south railway 

line, through the historic homes along Reynolds Street 

to the railway station and the old hotels that serviced 

the community when Goulburn was the “End of the 

Line”. 

 

Back over the railway line and past the showground 

then under the freeway, immediately on our left was 

Garroorigang, the old historic home still occupied by 

descendants of the Hume family (of explorer fame). So 

tight was the driveway to access Keith decided again 

to show us his skills at reversing into a narrow long 

driveway and all without the assistance of our own 

“Traffic Director” 

 

 

 
Photograph Joyce Reilly 

 

We were met by Stuart Hume who introduced us to the 

homestead and laid out the morning program. Firstly, 

of course” was morning tea on the lawn, where were 

all the Parasols and Top Hats, we all felt like the 

“Landed Gentry” in such a serene spot. 

 

From here we were split into smaller groups for our 

guided tour of the old homestead, not a museum but 

private residence of the Hume family. The stories told 

were of a much gentler time, and we were all 

enthralled at the information given to us. The morning, 

however, passed so quickly it was time for lunch, so 

into the coach for the short drive to the Soldiers Club 

and the Belmont Room where our spread was ready to 

be consumed.  

 

After lunch another short drive, this time to the 

Edmund Blacket designed Anglican Cathedral “St 

Saviours”. After a short introduction to the beautiful 

building we were given the opportunity to hear the 

magnificent Organ played to perfection. Again split 

into two smaller of groups, the details of the cathedral 

were explained in great detail. Once more a, comfort 

stop, before commencing  the journey along the Hume 

Freeway back to Narellan, no time for coffee and a 

debrief, some of us had to get to a card game! 

Peter O’Loughlin 

 

 

SCHOOL SPECTACULAR 2014 
 

The “School Spec” each year is a truly spectacular 

show and 2014 was no exception for 16 of our club 

members who attended the Entertainment Centre 

seated, this year, in the front row…..well done Joyce. 

As well as the 3,600 talented school kids performing 

an enthralling variety show accompanied by a huge 

choir and orchestra, special guest vocalists Anja 

Nissen the 2014 “ The Voice” winner, Campbelltown’s 

Jai Waetford “X Factor” finalist and the four “Voice 

Kids 2014” finalists were amazing performers. A guest 

appearance by gorgeous musical theatre and opera 

soprano and former “School Spec” vocalist Julie 

Goodwin was a captivating performance. After the 

show’s amazing finale it was coffee and cake time (as 

you do) at the QVB to conclude a “Spectacular” day 

out with friends.    

Ken Starkey 

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
                             

 Art  Appreciation  -  Francoise Kirkland 

 

 
 
                       Painting by George Selway 



Book Club – Pat and Ray Cranfield                 

 Our final meeting for the year will be on Monday, 

15th December     

                                                                                                       

Bowls – Paul Hay 

Lawn Bowls on Tuesday, 24 February at Camden 

R.S.L  2.15pm for a 2.30pm start.  Cost is $10.00 per 

person which includes bowls. 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 
Where has the year gone? We have made many 

beautiful cards this year and look forward to making 

more in 2015. Our next meeting will be Tuesday 9
th
 

December when we will be making Christmas cards. 

This will be followed by our traditional lunch. Check 

with me if you have forgotten what you said you 

would bring. Merry  Christmas everyone. 

 

Cards - Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

And so a bumper year for our Narellan Probus 

“Casinos” finished with a roll up of twenty seven card 

players for our last game of cards for 2014, followed 

by an excellent “Christmas” supper organised by 

Brenda. There will be no cards night this month, 

however the canasta, five hundred and phase10 action 

will recommence in the New Year at Harrington Park 

on 30th January 2015 at 7 pm. Contact Jeanette on 

46479986. 

 

Your friendly Casino Operators Jeanette, Brenda and 

Ken wish all our Probus Club members and their 

families a Happy, Healthy and Safe Christmas and 

New Year.  

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

Where has time gone!  December already.   It’s been a 

great year we have worked on many projects such as, 

knitting babies cardigans, Wrap with Love blankets, 

crocheting blankets and hand quilting.  All these 

projects have been made so beautifully. We must not 

forget our  secret project !!!  for the Club’s  Christmas 

Party. 

 

Also, with the members’ help, we filled shoe boxes 

and Marg, Joyce and I delivered our Narellan 

Probus Shoeboxes to Samaritan’s Purse at 

Blacktown. They have 314,000 boxes this year for 

distribution to children throughout the world. 

 

           
 

I am looking forward to the Christmas holidays, this 

will give me time to think what project we will be 

doing for the year. So if you have any ideas or project 

you want to learn let me know. 

 

Our craft for 2015 will commence on Tuesday 17
th

 

February  at 1.30pm. 

 

From all the craft ladies we wish everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Please note that I will not be collecting Christmas 

Cards this year. Thank You. 

 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

Just a small group attended the last gardening day for 

the year at the Illawarra Camelia and Rhododendron 

Gardens. The gardens were magnificent even though 

the last of the flowers were damaged in the heat wave. 

This must be on our calendar again next year. 

Happy Potting 

 
Photograph Sue Kijurina 

 

 

Photography Group – Ros Hodgins 

At the last meeting we reviewed our work for the year.  

A lot of different ideas for presentation were used.  

Well done everyone.   We also planned for our 

Christmas luncheon and discussed our new 

technology program for the year.  

   

Could all happy snappers please finalise their lunch 

menu choices on the sheet at the meeting on 5
th
 

December. 

 

** David will be giving a short demonstration of a 

simple program for making slide shows/videos at 

our next meeting in the big hall, Macarthur Village 

at 9am on Friday 12 December.   This will be very 

useful for those who present shows at Travel Tales 

or those who wish to really impress their family.  

(all welcome) ** 

 

Wishing everyone a happy, safe and healthy new year.   

Ros xxxx 



Walking/Dining Group – Margaret Rubesa 

 

Friday, 19
th

 December:  Probus Christmas lunch is 

being held at Eschol Park House, cost is $55.00 per 

person, arrive at 12.00pm 

 

Friday, 31
st
 December:  News Year Eve Dinner at 

Rydges, located near the Campbelltown Catholic Club, 

cost will be $49.50 per person for a 2 course meal - 

entrée & main, with a tea/coffee station.  Arrive at 

7.30pm  Afterwards people can then wander into the 

Catholic Club for supper & watch the fireworks 

outside. 

  

 

Shows-Joyce Reilly 

0408248322 

gran08reilly@yahoo.com.au 

 

December 2014 

Rupert – David Williamson Play - Theatre 

Royal 
 The life and times of Keith Rupert Murdoch. 

 Wednesday 3
rd

 December 1pm $67 

 

Christmas Concert - Casula Powerhouse 

Thursday 18
th

 December 2pm $17 

1.15pm complimentary tea/coffee & cake 

 

February 2015 – 

Normie Rowe – Casula Powerhouse 

Thursday 2
nd

 Feb 2pm  $20 

 

Dirty Dancing – Lyric Theatre 

Wed 11
th

 Feb 1pm $70 

Deana Martin – The Cube 

Saturday 28 February 8pm. $51 

 

March 2015 

Everybody Loves Lucy 

Casula Powerhouse 

Thursday 5
th

 March 2pm $20 

 

Premier’s Concert  - Sydney Entertainment 

Centre  Tues 17th 11am or  Wed 18th 10.30am 

 or 2.30pm 

 I have requested 20 seats, we now wait to see if 

we are successful and which date and time we 

receive. 

 

Bobby Fox ( Jersey Boys)  The Cube 
Saturday 28 March 8pm 

NOTE. Probus trip to Melbourne returns Sun 29
th

  

This is not for people going on Peter’s trip 

 

 

 

May 2015 
The McClymonts, The Cube 
Forever Begins Tonight Tour  

Sat 16th May 8pm. $40 

 

July 2015 

The Volatinsky Trio  Casula Powerhouse  $18 

Thursday 30
th

 July 2015 2pm 

 

August 2015 

Les Miserables – Capitol Theatre 

Wed 19
th

 August 1pm  $60 

 

September 2015 

Anything Goes – Opera House 

Tues 29
th

  Sept  15 - $82 

 

October 2015 

Popopera – Musical 

Casula Powerhouse  $18 

Thursday 22
nd

 October 15 

 

November 2015  

Matilda the Musical – Lyric Theatre 

Wed 4th November 15 $71 

 

Vera – The Magic of Dame Vera Lyn 

Casula Powerhouse   $18 

Thursday 12
th

 November 15  2pm 

 

December 2015 

Coming Home for Xmas 

Casula Powerhouse 

Thursday 17
th

 Dec 2pm $18 

 

All Casula Powerhouse shows have 

complimentary tea/coffee and cake before the 

show. 

 

I have reserved seats for 2015 at Casula as 

I went to a launch of their 2015 programme 

and already most of their 11am shows were 

sold out.  

 

 
TRAVEL TALES – Kathy & Malcolm Smith 

At our last meeting we were treated to some views of 

the Australian outback. The photos were treasures 

from Ray and Margaret Smith’s collection of their trips 

in the 1980’s. They were wonderful clear photos that 

David Llewelyn had put together for our enjoyment. 

Thank you Ray, Margaret and David.  

As it was our last meeting for the year we shared a 

pizza feast organised by Ros. 

mailto:gran08reilly@yahoo.com.au


Thank you to all who have shared photos and 

experiences and helped set up the hall and organise the 

evening. Thank you to everyone who have helped to 

make this group an active and enjoyable experience for 

all.  

Our next meeting will be the 3
rd

 Wednesday in 

February 

 

TOURS – Peter O’Loughlin 
Finished all your Christmas Shopping??  Isn’t it 

getting harder to find a parking spot at most major 

shopping centres now?? 

 

Our last meeting for 2014 is almost upon us and I 

don’t have to collect any money this month, but you 

don’t get off scot free, our Christmas party is almost 

the last social event for this year and Margaret needs to 

have all the money paid by this next meeting.  

 

Our last get together for this year will be at Rydges 

Campbelltown on New Year’s Eve and, once Margaret 

has confirmed final numbers, if you have your name 

on the list you will be required to pay the full amount. 

The money for this will be collected on the night. 

 

Our tour to Melbourne in March has reached 

maximum capacity so no chance unless we have a 

cancellation. 

 

Our first two ‘day’ tours for next year are a Cruise 

from Brooklyn in February and in April a visit to the 

recently refurbished Bradman Cricket Museum in 

Bowral 

 

 
 
 
 
Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and Confidential 

for Combined Probus Club of Narellan’s use only and is not 

to be used for any other purpose.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR: 

Weekly Events: 

 Golf on Tuesday 

 Art on Thursday 

 
Dec 2 Craft with Mary 

Dec 3 Rupert at Theatre Royal 

Dec 5 General Meeting 10am Narellan Community 

Hall 

Dec 9 Card Making with Marion 

Dec 12 Photography with Ros 

Dec 15 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

Dec 18 Christmas Concert, Casula Powerhouse 

Dec 19 Christmas Lunch, Eschol Park House 12.00pm 

Dec 31 New Year’s Eve Dinner at Rydges 7.30pm 

 

2015 

Jan 30 Cards at Harrington Park Casino 7pm 

Feb 2 Normie Rowe, Casula 2pm 

Feb 6 General Meeting 10am Narellan Community 

Hall 

Feb 10 Card Making with Marion 

Feb 11 Dirty Dancing, Lyric Theatre 1pm 

Feb 13 Photography with Ros 

Feb 16 Book Club with Pat & Ray 

Feb 17 Craft with Mary 

Feb 18 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Feb 20 Tour:  Cruise from Brooklyn 

Feb 24 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Feb 25 Deana Martin, The Cube 8pm 

Feb 24 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Feb 27 Gardening with Sue 

Mar 3 Craft with Mary 

Mar 5 Everybody Loves Lucy, Casula 2pm 

Mar 6 Probus AGM 10am 

Mar 10 Card Making with Marion 

Mar 13 Photography with Ros 

Mar 16 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

Mar 17/18  Premier’s Concert, Sydney Entertainment 

Centre 

Mar 18 Travel Tales, Park Central 7.30pm 

Mar 21 – 29  Tour: Melbourne 

Mar 27 Gardening with Sue 

Mar 28 Bobby Fox (Jersey Boys) The Cube 8pm 

Mar 31 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Fri  5 Dec 2014 

NEXT MEETING:               Fri  6 Feb  2015 

                  10am –12noon 


